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Press Release

The BID steering group operate entirely separately from 
Stirling Council and the Scottish Government, a popular 
misconception is that this is a ‘council led scheme’ replacing 
services delivered by the council, it is not. The council will 
collect the BID levy on behalf of the Business Improvement 
District but this is immediately transferred to the BID 
Company, formed after a successful vote. 

A Business Improvement District raises funds for an 
agreed programme of initiatives that are determined by the 
ratepayers and BID steering group during the consultation 
period. These initiatives are all laid out in the business plan, 
produced after the consultation. They are funded by the 
ratepayers paying a small percentage levy of their property’s 
rateable value (RV), in this case no more than 1.25% for 
properties with a RV over £10000 per annum. The levy is 
payable in two six monthly payments. 

The collective that is a Business Improvement District 
creates a very powerful, cohesive group of businesses and 
organisations. This single body can deliver ideas not usually 
possible to the individual ratepayer alone. It has a single 
voice when lobbying local and national government and can 
attract inward investment because of its unique structure. 
As proven in other BID areas it can also deliver real value 
and savings to its members, an example of this is group-
purchasing schemes that often result in savings that add up 
to more than the annual cost of the levy!

The BID steering group want to help stimulate Stirling City 
centre making it thrive and become a more vibrant and 
successful place. The day-to-day pressures on businesses 
and the current difficult market conditions make a Business 
Improvement District in Stirling a more attractive proposal 
than ever. 

The steering group are looking for all businesses within the 
proposed Business Improvement District area to engage 
with the consultation and play their part in shaping the BID 
business plan. Interested parties are invited to make contact 
with any of the committee members.

Business 
Improvement 
District
August 2016

The campaign to create a Business Improvement District 
(BID) in Stirling City centre narrowly missed being voted 
in last year. The proposal was introduced by a group of local 
business leaders from independent and national companies. 
All of them want to help make Stirling City centre a better 
place to visit, live and work in.

Their determination and passion to improve Stirling meant 
they didn’t give up on the BID idea, instead they reviewed 
the original proposals, surveying over 100 of the ratepayers 
who voted first time round. This research combined with 
their original ideas about improving the city convinced 
them once again that Stirling City Centre businesses would 
benefit from the introduction of a Business Improvement 
District. They have taken the decision to launch a new 
campaign for a Business Improvement District in Stirling 
and have started the required consultation with affected 
ratepayers within the BID area. 



Phil took over as Thistles centre director this year, looking 
after 180000 visitors per week and over 80 stores. Phil’s 
attention to detail and focus on visitor experience allows 
him to give the steering group a unique perspective on the 
whole retail environment in Stirling City centre.

‘A city centre shopping centre can only thrive with a vibrant 
city outside it’s doors. We have a clear opportunity to help 
make Stirling a real destination for shopping and leisure.’ 

Vice Chairman
Phil  Byrne 
The Thistles Stirling
Phil@stirling-thistles.co.uk

Tony is the group’s IT adviser. He started Stirling Internet 
22 years ago and has supported local businesses with their 
IT needs ever since. He shares his technology insight with 
the group and has setup all the communication tools used.

‘As a graduate from Stirling University and local resident I 
am passionate that the city goes from strength to strength. If 
Stirling votes for a Business Improvement District it will be a 
positive step and I believe it will make a real difference.’  

Campaign Manager
Tony I’Anson 
Stirling Internet
Tony@stirling.co.uk

Andrew’s 15 years accountancy experience both within 
the practice environment and industry has allowed him 
to start a number of businesses within the Stirling area. 
As a local resident he is passionate about the city’s future 
and determined to help Stirling grow and become more 
successful for the residents, visitors and businesses. 

‘Stirling’s geographical location is its best asset, I believe the 
city can and will grow, and attract lots of inward investment.’ 

Vice Chairman
Andrew Mitchell 
Owner - AM Counting
Andrew@amcounting.co.uk

Peter’s experience running Stirling’s only department store 
and managing his large team brings an invaluable set of 
disciplines to the BID steering group. His diligence and 
methodical approach help drive the campaign forward 
without losing momentum.

‘Working for Debenhams allows me to compare Stirling 
against other cities I visit. It’s clear to me that our city has 
lots of potential for growth and success in the future.’ 

Chairman
Peter Betts 
Store Manager - Debenhams
Peter.Betts@Debenhams.com



Steering Group

David offers creative advice to the group. His experience 
working with SMEs over the past 20 years has given him a 
unique perspective for problem solving. He is coordinating 
the group’s marketing and created the Go Forth brand. 

‘I live and work in Stirling and think the city has massive 
potential. A first class university and excellent transport links 
attract people and businesses to the city, the addition of a 
BID will help accelerate this process. It’s a really positive step!’ 

Marketing
David Gowen 
Owner - Conkered
David@conkered.com

Alan and his partner Helen took over Crema in Murray 
Place in December 2013, prior to this Alan was a senior 
manager at manufacturer Dolby Laboratories. His career 
at Dolby was an innovative one, involving ‘outside the box’ 
thinking on a daily basis. Alan brings this methodology to 
the steering group and is an excellent contributor.

‘We operate the largest independent cafe in the city and we 
need Stirling to be a success, that’s why I’m backing the BID!’ 

Steering Group
Alan Rodgers 
Owner - Crema Central Cafe
Alanrodgers1@btinternet.com

Gordon owns the successful mens clothes shop Trend. 
His understanding of the city centre, the challenges and 
opportunities faced by independents make his involvement 
on the steering group very valuable.

‘We’ve created a great mix of retail and online sales but we 
still think Stirling can improve. We moved from King street 
because of changes in the area; new one way street and the 
closure The Thistle entrance. We only became aware of these 
changes by being active in the BID Steering Group.’ 

Steering Group
Cammy 
Owner - Trend
Admin@trend-clothing.com

David chairs Stirling City Heritage Trust which aims to 
preserve and restore Stirling’s traditional built heritage.  
He is also vice-chair of Stirling District Tourism Ltd,  
which is responsible for the National Wallace Monument. 
David is an excellent advisor to the group on all things 
relating to Stirling’s heritage and tourism market.

‘I’m passionate about Stirling’s history but I want it to have a 
successful future too. Creating an organisation for businesses 
to come together will help protect and promote Stirling.’ 

Steering Group
David Black 
University of Stirling
Mail@david-black.net
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Join The Group
Shape The Future

A Business Improvement District is truly effective when 
more people get involved. If you think you could add value 
to the Steering Group and help campaign for a BID in 
Stirling City Centre then get in touch! The more expertise 
around the table the better, what would your quote be?

‘Have your opinion out there and campaign for something 
you believe in. Help make Stirling City centre a better place 
to visit, live and work in.’ 

What’s Your Specialism?
Who are you and what 
business are you involved  
with? How do we get in  
touch with you??
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